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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Prayer Service 
Theme    : Being Enriched in All Things in 2019 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date    : January 3, 2019 
 
TITLE    : BIBLICAL ENRICHING PRINCIPLES 
Text/s    :   
 
Deut 11:11-12 
11 But the land, whither ye go to possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of 
heaven: 
12 A land which the Lord thy God careth for: the eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon it, from the 
beginning of the year even unto the end of the year. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Deut 8:7-20 
7 For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths 
that spring out of valleys and hills; 
8 A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and honey; 
9 A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in it; a land whose 
stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass. 
10 When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good land which he hath 
given thee. 
11 Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and 
his statutes, which I command thee this day: 
12 Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; 
13 And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou 
hast is multiplied; 
14 Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land 
of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 
15 Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and 
drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; 
16 Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and 
that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; 
17 And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. 
18 But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may 
establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 
19 And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the Lord thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and 
worship them, I testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish. 
20 As the nations which the Lord destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish; because ye would not be 
obedient unto the voice of the Lord your God. 
KJV 
 
Song/s    :  
 
Other references  :  
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Word of God leaves no stone unturned in teaching us, God’s people, how we may be made rich, as how 
God enriches His own. 
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And this being the beginning of the year should well bring us these enriching principles as the Word says,  
 
Deut 11:11-12 
11 But the land, whither ye go to possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of 
heaven: 
12 A land which the Lord thy God careth for: the eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon it, from the 
beginning of the year even unto the end of the year. 
KJV 
 
This phrase, “the beginning of the year,” occurs only twice in the Bible, here in Deuteronomy 11:12 and in 
Ezekiel 40:1. In this passage, the Lord, through Moses, is speaking of the promised land which He had 
prepared for the children of Israel, “a land of hills and valleys, [that] drinketh water of the rain of heaven” 
(Deuteronomy 11:11), promising great blessing on the land and its people if they obeyed God, but judgment 
if they disobeyed. 
 
From the Biblical Baptist Distinctives Conference last year: 
 

The Old Covenant gives to us all the Illustrations we need from the Church in the 
Wilderness.  The Old Testament serve to give us all the figures, examples of how to be 
Ekklesia. 
 
Acts 7:38 
38 This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the 
mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us: 
KJV 
 
Jer 31:2 
2 Thus saith the Lord, The people which were left of the sword found grace in the wilderness; 
even Israel, when I went to cause him to rest. 
KJV 
 
The original rendition of the word church in this verse is indeed, Ekklesia.  And because Luke, 
the writer of Acts, makes use of the word, then we should appreciate. 
 
Paul, writing to the various Ekklesia or churches in Rome says in  
 
Rom 15:4 
4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 
KJV 
 
Then, writing to the Corinthian church, Paul says in  
 
1 Cor 10:1-12 
1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 
2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 
3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 
4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed 
them: and that Rock was Christ. 
5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the 
wilderness. 
6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as 
they also lusted. 
7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat 
and drink, and rose up to play. 
8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and 
twenty thousand. 
9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 
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10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 
11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:20-21 
20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 
21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
KJV 
 
Let us then know what we can get out of the example of the “church in the wilderness.” 
 
Israel in the wilderness is a full illustration of the Ekklesia 
 
She was referred to as the “church in the wilderness.”  See what a church should be as 
illustrated by Israel in the wilderness. 
 
Acts 7:38 
38 This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the 
mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us: 
KJV 

 
 
We further see the significance of the experiences of the children of Israel as being a lesson for us as an 
Ekklesia today given the following passages in Hebrews: 
 

Heb 3:12-19 
12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 
God. 
13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin. 
14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the 
end; 
15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. 
16 For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. 
17 But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell 
in the wilderness? 
18 And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? 
19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. 
KJV 
 
Heb 4:11-12 
11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. 
12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. 
KJV 

 
 
BODY 
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Our being as an Ekklesia of the Lord Jesus Christ is filled with His abundant, abounding and manifold grace.  
This Ekklesia where we are is our grace land where God places is us is a rich land.  It is an enriching land. 
 
Deut 8:7-20 
7 For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths 
that spring out of valleys and hills; 
8 A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and honey; 
9 A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in it; a land whose 
stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass. 
10 When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good land which he hath 
given thee. 
11 Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and 
his statutes, which I command thee this day: 
12 Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; 
13 And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou 
hast is multiplied; 
14 Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land 
of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 
15 Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and 
drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; 
16 Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and 
that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; 
17 And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. 
18 But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may 
establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 
19 And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the Lord thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and 
worship them, I testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish. 
20 As the nations which the Lord destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish; because ye would not be 
obedient unto the voice of the Lord your God. 
KJV 
 
But having a rich land does not always mean we are enriched by it, unless there is a good application of that 
rich land in our lives. 
 
What then do we need to do? 
  
 
A) Possess the land. 
 
Num 13:30-31 
30 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well 
able to overcome it. 
31 But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are 
stronger than we. 
KJV 
 
Josh 13:1 
13 Now Joshua was old and stricken in years; and the Lord said unto him, Thou art old and stricken in years, 
and there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed. 
KJV 
 
Josh 11:15-23 
15 As the Lord commanded Moses his servant, so did Moses command Joshua, and so did Joshua; he left 
nothing undone of all that the Lord commanded Moses. 
16 So Joshua took all that land, the hills, and all the south country, and all the land of Goshen, and the 
valley, and the plain, and the mountain of Israel, and the valley of the same; 
17 Even from the mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even unto Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon under 
mount Hermon: and all their kings he took, and smote them, and slew them. 
18 Joshua made war a long time with all those kings. 
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19 There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, save the Hivites the inhabitants of 
Gibeon: all other they took in battle. 
20 For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that he might 
destroy them utterly, and that they might have no favour, but that he might destroy them, as the Lord 
commanded Moses. 
21 And at that time came Joshua, and cut off the Anakims from the mountains, from Hebron, from Debir, 
from Anab, and from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel: Joshua destroyed 
them utterly with their cities. 
22 There was none of the Anakims left in the land of the children of Israel: only in Gaza, in Gath, and in 
Ashdod, there remained. 
23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord said unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an 
inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. And the land rested from war. 
KJV 
 
Josh 5:10-12 
10 And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the month 
at even in the plains of Jericho. 
11 And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened cakes, and 
parched corn in the selfsame day. 
12 And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither had the 
children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year. 
KJV 
 
 
B) Take ownership of our respective portions. 
 
Josh 14:1-5 
1 And these are the countries which the children of Israel inherited in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the 
priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel, 
distributed for inheritance to them. 
2 By lot was their inheritance, as the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses, for the nine tribes, and for the 
half tribe. 
3 For Moses had given the inheritance of two tribes and an half tribe on the other side Jordan: but unto the 
Levites he gave none inheritance among them. 
4 For the children of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim: therefore they gave no part unto the 
Levites in the land, save cities to dwell in, with their suburbs for their cattle and for their substance. 
5 As the Lord commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did, and they divided the land. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:3 
3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of 
faith. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 12:4-11 
4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 
6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 
8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 
9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 
10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another 
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 
11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:7 
7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
KJV 
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Eph 4:8 
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 
KJV 
 
Josh 14:6-13 
6 Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite said 
unto him, Thou knowest the thing that the Lord said unto Moses the man of God concerning me and thee in 
Kadesh-barnea. 
7 Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh-barnea to espy out the land; 
and I brought him word again as it was in mine heart. 
8 Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made the heart of the people melt: but I wholly followed 
the Lord my God. 
9 And Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine 
inheritance, and thy children's for ever, because thou hast wholly followed the Lord my God. 
10 And now, behold, the Lord hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even since the Lord 
spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this 
day fourscore and five years old. 
11 As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is 
my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in. 
12 Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the Lord spake in that day; for thou heardest in that day 
how the Anakims were there, and that the cities were great and fenced: if so be the Lord will be with me, 
then I shall be able to drive them out, as the Lord said. 
13 And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for an inheritance. 
KJV 
 
 
C) Work in the land. 
 
Deut 26:1-2 
1 And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein; 
2 That thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the earth, which thou shalt bring of thy land that the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place which the Lord thy God 
shall choose to place his name there. 
KJV 
 
Deut 26:8-10 
8 And the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with 
great terribleness, and with signs, and with wonders: 
9 And he hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land, even a land that floweth with milk and 
honey. 
10 And now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land, which thou, O Lord, hast given me. And thou 
shalt set it before the Lord thy God, and worship before the Lord thy God: 
KJV 
 
Prov 28:19-22 
19 He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but he that followeth after vain persons shall have 
poverty enough. 
20 A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent. 
21 To have respect of persons is not good: for for a piece of bread that man will transgress. 
22 He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him. 
KJV 
 
Prov 13:23 
23 Much food is in the tillage of the poor: but there is that is destroyed for want of judgment. 
KJV 
 
Prov 12:11 
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11 He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he that followeth vain persons is void of 
understanding. 
KJV 
 
Prov 27:23-27 
23 Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds. 
24 For riches are not for ever: and doth the crown endure to every generation? 
25 The hay appeareth, and the tender grass sheweth itself, and herbs of the mountains are gathered. 
26 The lambs are for thy clothing, and the goats are the price of the field. 
27 And thou shalt have goats' milk enough for thy food, for the food of thy household, and for the 
maintenance for thy maidens. 
KJV 
 

Prov 27:23-27 
23 Take care to know the condition of your flocks, 
and pay attention to your herds.  
24 For wealth doesn’t last forever, 
neither does a crown through all generations.  
25 When the hay has been mown, and the new grass appears, 
and the mountain greens have been gathered;  
26 the lambs will provide your clothing, 
the goats will sell for enough to buy a field,  
27 and there will be enough goat’s milk 
to [buy] food for you and your household 
and maintenance for your servant-girls. 
CJB 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 


